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FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
WORKSHOP MEETING 

April 4, 2013 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Present were Supervisors Donald Lerew, John Shambaugh, Ed Campbell, Naomi Decker, 
and John Holder,   Also present were Solicitor MacNeal and Secretary Nancy Zentmeyer. 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. at the Township Municipal Building, 150 
Century Lane, Dillsburg, York County, PA. 
 
It was noted that there will be no discussion on the road closures at this meeting, but 
there was discussion on the motion that was done at the March 21 workshop meeting to 
adopt the Resolution regarding the cul-de-sacs and emergency gate. 
 
NUISANCE ORDINANCE 
Solicitor MacNeal presented the first draft of the nuisance ordinance which was 
reviewed.    
 
Section 2 – Noise  
There was discussion on including professional measurable standards and it was noted it 
was to not be included at this time.  If a resident needed to measure the noise level they 
would have to contact a local engineering firm to see if they had the equipment or contact 
a sound engineer.  Residents would have to do their own research on contacting an 
expert.  It was noted that there are not many engineering firms in the area that provide 
that service.  It was noted that this would be a criminal offense.   It was also noted that 
whoever is bringing the case needs to show burden of proof.   
 
Supervisor Decker noted concern with items in this ordinance that are infringing on 
private property that is not abandoned. Effects on the adjoining property owners was 
another concern. 
 
Section 10 – Dangerous Structures 
These are standards that were taken from other codes or ordinances that were given by 
Mr. Fahey when the current nuisance ordinance was being drafted.  The building 
inspector would be able to tell if a structure is dangerous.  Numbers 5 & 6 under this 
section were discussed.  Under #5 the phrase “decent living” would be determined by a 
judge.  Supervisor Decker asked who goes into the home as this would be an 
infringement onto private property and it was noted that a warrant could be issued.  
Number 9 deals not only with Franklin Township ordinances but also with the laws of 
Pennsylvania.  It was questioned if a resident could find out who signed a complaint and 
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it was noted not with an ongoing investigation but a complainant would have to testify if 
it went to the courts. 
 
Section 5 – Odors & Fumes 
It was noted that agricultural activities would be exempt from this ordinance.  This is 
under the Acre Law.  The standard would be of a reasonable person of normal 
sensitivities.   The enforcement officer would need to make the determination.  
 
In regards to the dangerous structures, it was questioned about uncompleted 
construction sites.  Building permits are good for a limited time but then the State twice 
acted on a permit extension act so construction can remain open.  It was noted that there 
needs to be re-wording on dangerous structures and for it to be “buildings only”.  In 
Section 10.B it deals with the notification to the property owner.  There was discussion of 
repealing Section 10 and have a separate ordinance just for dangerous structures.  There 
would also have to be a language change in Section 13 and omit Section 10. 
 
Section 4 – Glare 
It was noted that there is some language regarding lighting provisions in the SALDO. 
 
Section 2 – Noise 
This was discussed again with the issue of hours, time of day etc. 
 
It was suggested to create 2 separate ordinances, nuisance and dangerous structures, 
with continuing with amendments to the dangerous structures ordinance. 
 
ZONING AMENDMENTS  
Under Article 3, Section 301.A in regards to fences and walls was discussed in 
accordance to #5 and #18 of the list of amendments.  Retaining and structural walls with 
regards to setback and height limitations were discussed.  The height of a fence should be  
a limit of 6’ and a restriction with a neighbor’s front yard. 
 
At a later date a review of all ordinance definitions – this should be reviewed for 
consistency and terminology .  There are definitions contained in Section 111 that are not 
used throughout the ordinance as well as there are other definitions that are not 
included in the body of the ordinance. 
 
The review of conditional use and special exceptions were discussed regarding if the 
Board wants objective criteria for the use in order to get approval.  This is something 
that needs to be added.  This would be part of Article 4. 
 
The definition of home occupation was discussed.  It was noted that cottage industry is 
also not defined but is listed in the Open Space zone as a conditional use.  The MPC 
addresses “no impact home businesses”, which details no customers, deliveries, signs etc.  
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It was questioned if the Board wants to keep it as is with the criteria or add additional 
criteria.  It could also be separated as “low impact” and “high impact”. 
 
Steep slope regulations as noted in Section 205 were discussed with slopes of 15% or 
greater and if the township wants to keep it that way.  It was noted that this is for land 
only in the steep slope overlay.  Access to plateaus through the steep slope was the issue 
for the statement in the ordinance.  This will be a discussion for next time.  It was noted 
that the court has upheld this issue.  It was noted that plateaus also need to be defined.  
Does the Board want to distinguish beetween natural slopes vs. manmade slopes. 
 
It was noted that the next workshop meeting will be held on April 25, 2013 beginning at 
7:00 p.m.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion: Vice Chairman Shambaugh made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:03 
 p.m.  Seconded by Supervisor Campbell.  The motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Nancy Zentmeyer 
Township Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


