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FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
WORKSHOP MEETING 

April 25, 2013 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Present were Supervisors Donald Lerew, John Shambaugh, Ed Campbell, Naomi Decker, 
and John Holder,   Also present were Solicitor MacNeal and Secretary Nancy Zentmeyer. 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Township Municipal Building, 150 
Century Lane, Dillsburg, York County, PA. 
 
REVIEW OF BANK COMMITMENT LETTERS 
It was noted that there were 3 proposal letters received and they are all a 10-year term.   
1. Adams County National Bank quoted a rate of 2.496% but that the final rate will 
be quoted as of 3 business days prior to loan settlement.  It was questioned if the rate 
could be locked in now.  The monthly payments of interest only shall be payable for 6 
months.  There is a $500.00 bank fee.  Commitment letter needs to be signed by May 9.     
2. Orrstown Bank has a rate of 2.95% and there is no pre-payment penalty.  There is 
a $300.00 bank fee.  The commitment letter needs to be signed by May 10 and closing 
would be by June 15.     
3. First National Bank of Mifflintown has a rate of 3.29% and there is a deadline of 
May 30 for the commitment letter.  Both Orrstown and Mifflintown Banks offer pre-
payment.  The terms of the loans are all the same. 
 
It was suggested to see if the township can get a locked rate from Adams County 
National Bank.  It was noted that this could be more of a risk with ACNB with them not 
committing to a rate.   Members 1st was contacted but since they do not pay taxes they do 
not have the capability to provide tax-exempt financing.  
 
NUISANCE ORDINANCE 
Solicitor MacNeal presented the draft of the nuisance ordinance which was reviewed 
with the dangerous structures section removed and made into its own ordinance,.  There 
was a minor change regarding the enforcement and Section 10 which deals with 
agricultural exclusion was added from the Right to Farm Act.   It was noted that 
exclusion can be worded differently.   
 
Supervisor Decker noted that the ordinance has gotten off course as the township started 
with one issue and now there are several.  Supervisor Campbell noted that the current 
nuisance ordinance is vague but this ordinance is trying to clarify issues so the police 
know how to handle certain situations.           
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Mr. Albert from Whiskey Springs Road noted that there is a nuisance with noise as he 
cannot sit outside because someone from the gun club or a neighbor is shooting any time 
between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.   It was questioned if there will be more risks with this 
ordinance and Supervisor Decker feels this ordinance is just stirring the pot.   It could 
have residents defending themselves from minor issues.  This ordinance gives the police 
department some discretion.   Where the burden of proof would lie with grandfathering 
this needs to be discussed. There was discussion with putting exclusion in but it was 
dropped for now.  The Board needs to decide to either do revisions to the ordinance or 
make a motion to advertise. 
 
Supervisor Holder questioned Section 8 – vectors and it was noted that there is language 
with dealing with homes beside each other with this type of control issue.  It was 
suggested to put this on the agenda for the Supervisors’ May 8 meeting. 
 
DANGEROUS STRUCTURES 
The dangerous structures ordinance, which is in draft form, was reviewed with the 
Supervisors.  It was noted that this wording is in the current ordinance, but this 
ordinance is just restructuring.  
 
The Supervisors will review this ordinance at their May 8 meeting. 
 
ZONING AMENDMENTS  
Home Occupation/Cottage Industry 
Solicitor MacNeal provided language for home occupation and cottage industry.   Under 
Section 420 the definition should be cottage industry in an Open Space zoning district.  
There could be a wide variety.  A home occupation is currently permitted in the Open 
Space but it should also be allowed in Residential.  It was noted that in the cottage 
industry definition it includes home occupation but the home occupation definition does 
not include cottage industry. 
 
Cottage industry in the Open Space district would be a diverse density.   There could be 
change in the cottage industry to add dimensional requirements such as the lot size, 
setbacks etc.  A 50’ setback and screening as deemed appropriate by the Board  as a 
condition for a conditional use. 
 
Steep Slope 
Under Section 205.A – general standards. There should be a definition for plateaus.   
 
Section 205.B – boundary interpretation.  This needs to be re-worded.  There was 
discussion on how to identify the 15% slope.  It was questioned if someone could modify a 
steep slope with the moving of dirt to do so.  The steep slope would be established prior to 
any earth moving.  It was noted that on the zoning map the steep slope goes beyond the 
mountain.   Outside the area it should be over 25%.  The overlay should be just for the 
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mountain area.   Solicitor MacNeal noted that a section could be added for purpose and 
intent. 
 
Section 205.C – construction prohibition.  There was discussion on the addition of 
grading and precautionary measures.  It was suggested that to focus on this section it 
should go before the township engineer as this could be an engineering problem. 
 
Section 205.D -  setback.  This should be everywhere in the township with the exterior of 
the property. 
 
Accessory Building 
For accessory buildings in the Open Space zoning district was discussed with exceptions 
for agricultural buildings.  It was noted that it should be left at the 1,000 square feet, to 
continue to have the hearings but to exclude agricultural buildings if in the conservation 
plan.   With the new stormwater ordinance property owners will need to comply when 
constructing an accessory building.  There was noted concern with someone renting out a 
part of a building for a business. 
 
Nonconformities 
Section 500.D.2 – extension or alteration.  This section deals with non-conforming uses 
and setbacks.  Defining a limit in feet was discussed and it was asked if this would be a 
conditional use hearing.  A provision could be put in with a one-time extension of up to 
100%.   This could go to the Zoning Hearing Board as a Special Exception.  Screening and 
stormwater would have to be addressed.  A Variance would be with limited 
circumstances.     
 
Section 500.C – demolition.  This needs to be cleared up.  It was noted that there is a one 
year limit to re-build on the same footprint.   This could be limited to primary structures 
only. 
 
Section 500.D.   With a change in reduction does this need approval.  It was noted that 
this should go to the ZHB as a Variance for the re-build structure and that it is not 
greater than before or a zoning officer could make a determination.   
 
It was noted that the next workshop meeting will be held on May 16, 2013 beginning at 
7:00 p.m.  
 
Chairman Lerew noted that on S. Mountain Road by the church there is a concern at the 
top of the hill with the speed limit being 40 mph.  It was questioned who does the 
township contact and to have this looked at.  Since it is a State Road a traffic study is 
needed to support the speed.  YCPC does traffic studies for a fee.  The township traffic 
engineer should also be contacted.  This information will be available for the next 
township meeting. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
Motion: Supervisor Campbell made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:59 p.m.  
Seconded by Vice Chairman Shambaugh.  The motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Nancy Zentmeyer 
Township Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


